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THE OPERATIONS Q;<' THE 2D BATTALION, 34TH INFANT!tY 
(24TH llWAliTRY DIVISION) AT l!OLLAl:DIA, DUTCH NE/,

GUINEA, 22 APRIL - 2 WAY 1944 
(NE"II GUll lEA CA!.H'AIGN) 

(Personal Experience of a Battalion Operations Officer) 

ORIENTATION 

DJTRODUCTIOl! 

This monograph covers the operations of the 2d Battalion, 34th 

Infantry, 2hth US Division at HOLLA!!DIA, DUTCH NEri GUDffiA, 22 April -

2 I.Iay 19hh. 

In order to orient the reader, it will be necessary to discuss brief-

ly the major events which led up to this action. 

It was early in 1942 when Japanese forces in the Pacific reached 

out like a giant octopus to engulf islands leading to the very doorstep 

of AUSTlu,LIA. Y\'ith the meager Australian forces which were not committed 

against the Germans in llWTH AJi'RICA, and with the hancliul of men who 

were able to escape the Japanese onslaught to the then questionable safe-

ty of AUGTR.ALIA, General Dour;las MacArthur formed the BlUSBANE LINE in 

eastern A!JSTRALIA. General MacArthur's defense plan envisaged the giving 

up of the northern half of AFS·::CRALIA (in the event the Japanese continued 

their expansion southward) i.'l favor of defending at the BRISB • .t~ Lll!E 

the more populated and economically valuable southern half of AUSTP.ALIA. 

(1) 

Miraculously, the Japanese did not attempt a full scale invasion 

of A1!STR.\LIA, and in late 1942, General l!acArthur•s small force, supple-

mented by the American 32d and 41st Infantry Divisions, began the first 

leg of the long road back. 

(1) A-18, p. 22 and Personal knowledge 
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The turkey-shaped island of N;:Xr Gc'IliEA (the second largest in the 

world) constituted the first stepping stone along the arduous way, and 

the Japanese were determined to retain this newly won, prized possession. 

(2) The early attempts by the Allies to gain a foot hold were successful 

but costly indeed, and by April 1944, after slow and bitter fighting, 

our troops had trudged only as far as SAIDOll· (See Map A) 

In the latter part of 1943, control of western lJ"SN BlUTAili and of 

VITIAZ ST:;:AIT, the strategically important strip of water connecting 

N£·.'[ BIUTAIN and lEi, GUTIJEA, was assured by successful landings at ARA,·m 
l 

by the ll2th Cavalry Regiment, and at CAFE GLOUCESTER by the lst J,:arine 

Division. (See J.:ap A) (3) 

In February and !larch, 1944, the American lst Cavalry Division secured 

the AD1ci:U;LTY ISIJ.t!DS, some tv;o h1mdred miles north and east of NEW 

GUIJ;EA. (See !lap A) (!.r) 

THE GENERAL SITU.~TION 

By 1944 the Americans were beginninc; to accumulate considerable 

naval strength in the PACIFIC, and General MacArthur, dissatisfied with 

the tempo of his advance in 1lE,'i G''Il!E.A, felt that his forces could, if 

adequately supported by carrier based fighter aircraft, leapfroc; several 

h1mdred miles to HOLLAEDIA in DUTCH ~!BI'i GUINEA, thus advancing his time 

schedule by some six months. (See llap A) (5) HOLLANDIA was known to be 

a large depot from which Japanese troops down the N;Or,· GUHJbA COAST re-

ceived logistical supj:ort and its occupation by American forces would 

not only cut the enemy's supply line, but would give us sufficient air 

(2) A-10, P• 5 
(3) A-15, p. 32 
(4) A-17, p. 7 
(5) A-15, P• 33 
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and naval bases from which to control alJ.of northeastern NE'if GtTll!EA. 

T'ce plan was subsequently approved by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and a 

portion of the PACil'IC Fleet was loaned to G€neral !Lac Arthur's Cornr.Jand 

for a limited period, 

The Japanese had developed YJE'.'iAK (only 175 miles from the Allied lines 

at SAIDOH) into a base of tremendous importance, and they calculated that 

it would bear the brunt of the next Allied attack. To lend support to 

this theory, Allied reconnaissance planes made frequent sorties over the 

area, and Fifth Air Force bombers subjected the base to daily poundings. 

In order to reinforce their forces at 1'iE'i'JAK, the Japanese withdrew three 

thousand of their :Marine troops from the HOLL:il'DIA area, (See Map A) (6) 

The coastline in the HOLL\IIDIA area of DUTCH NEW GUTiiEA is indented 

by HUl/llOLDT and TANAHMEF.AH BAYS nilich lie about twenty-five miles 

apart. The CYCLOPS t:OGI:TAI:JS, which soar to a height of seven thousand 

feet, dominate the terrain bet·,;een the two, I.ving south of the mountains 

is Lake Si':NTAHI, an irregular body of fresh water about 15 l/2 .miles 

long. On the northern shore of the lake, between it and the CYCLOFS, is 

a large plain w::ich the Japs had developed into three excellent air 

fields. (See crap B) 

There are two ro•~tes of approach to the Lake SENTANI PLAn: from 

the sea. One begins on the west at TJ.llAHliERAH BAY, and the other at 

HUWlOLDT BAY on the east. Both ro•1tes proceed over steep trails and through 

many defiles. Beaches at the start of the arproaches are narrow, backed 

by mangrove swamps, and easily defensible from hills to their rear and 

flanks. 

The temperature in lE"Ii GUIHEA rarGly rises above 95° in the shade or 

sbks below 72°, although there have been readin<;s as high as 125° to 135° 

(6) A-5, p. 27 
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in the sun. (7) The rainfall usually comes in short torrential 

dovmpours, followed by clear skies. 

Sstimates of enemy strength were based primarily on air reconnais-

sance, radio intercept, and reports from former Dutch and native residents 

of the area. These sources indicated that within the HOLLANDIA area 

were two regiments of infantry and one regiment of marines. (8) Enemy 

morale was· thought to ~e high since the Emperor's forces still dominated 

most of the southwest PACIFIC; and only in certain restricted localities 

was their rule even challenged. Their supply lines from the FHILIPPTilES 

were still open, and their depots were well stoci,ed with multitudinous 

types of supply. They could be expected, as evidenced by previous engage-

ments, to defend HOLIANDIA with tenacity. 

The HOUN:DIA task force, which was given the code name "Reckless," 

was built around I Corps and was commanded by Lieutenant General Robert 

L. Eickelberger. It consisted of the 24th Infantry Division and the 

41st L~fantry Division (less one regL~ental combat team), reinforced by 

tanks, artillery and other units. The total strength of the force was 

37,500 combat troops and 18,000 service troops. (9) 

The first objective was the capture of the CYCLOPS, SENTAlli, and 

HOLIAlilliA airdromes, and to accomplish this, elements of the 41st Divi-

sion would land on HU1SOLDT BAY and press inland, while elements of the 

24th Division would land at TANAHHSRAH BAY and seek a trail through the 

m~~ntains in order to converge on the airdromes from two sides. (10) 

The 24th Division's landing points were designated RED BEACHES Num-

• bers 1 and 2. The first battalion of the 21st Infantry was to land on 

(7) A-10, P• 29 
(8) A-15, P• 66 
(9) A-15, p. 65 
(10) A-15, p. 65 
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RED BEACH Number 1, which was located at the southern end of DEI'APRE 

BAY. Two battalions of the 19th Infantry and the remaining two batta-

lions of the 21st Infantry were to land on RED BEACH Number 2, which was 

situated on the east central shore of TANAHMERAH BAY. One battalion of 

the 19th Infantry was to remain afloat as division reserve. (See Map C) 

The 34th Infantry Regiment, a part of the 24th InfantrY Division, 

was designated Corps reserve, and was to be prepared to land on D plus 

2. (11) 

The 41st Division in HUl.:BOIJlT BAY was to land on W11ITE BEACHES Numbers 

1, 2, 3, and 4. Elements of the 162d Infantry were to land on VffiiTE 

BEACHES 1 and 2 with the primary mission of capturing HOLLA!iDIA town, while 

the 186th InfantrJ was to land on WRITE BEACHES 1, 2, and 3 with the 

mission of capturing the airdromes as quickly as possible. The exact 

location of WHITE BEACH 4 was to be determined after the initial landing 

on WRITE BEACR 3. (See 1:ap D) (12) 

11 11 
Another task force, designated as Persecution and commanded by 

!Eajor General Jens A. Doe, was to make a simultaneous landing at AITAFE, 

some eighty miles southeast of HOLIMffiiA. This force consisted of the 

163d Infantry Regiment of the 41st Infantry Division, and elements of the 

32d Infantry Division. (13) 

DISPOSITIONS AND PLANS OF THE 34TH D!nNTRY 

Beginning 19 April at GOODENOUGH ISlAND, just off the southern tip 

of N~W GUINEA, the 34th Infantry loaded each of its battalion landing 

teams on sepwate naval transports. The regiment, as Corps Reserve, would in 

all probability be corn1nitted in the 24th Division's sector, since the main 

(11) A-15, P• 70 
(12) A-14, p. 81 
(13) A-14, P• 89 
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effnrt was to be at TLFAE'.Lillill JAY; 0ut it was, nevertheless, to be 

rlissions or objectives were to be &ssigned by the Corps Commander after 

he had been 2blc to deternir•' the success of tLe L'1itial lenuings. (14) 

TIS illi.TTt.LIO~r SITFATION 

The 20. Battalion, llavinc; had extensive amphibious trainint; on the 

b<Jaches in !U,.cAII, at The Amphibious Trainir:g Center near EEX;"CASTIE in 

AUSTRALIA, a.'1d on the beaches at GCJODaLTJGE Isr,._;m, felt thd it was 

sufficiently prepared for any task ·,·;{~ich l.:y ahead. In addition, during 

the ten da~(s prior to er.1br:rkatio::: on GOOD};IJOU3H I3LJJD, the rifle companies 

oi· the ba·Lta.lion were rotated on FL~1GUSO:·~ and l~Gl'G/.i~l·nlY IJL(l,:D3 (in the 

:8 1 ~)TI{I;CASTE:~UX Grour::) for landing exercises O~l beaches l~hich resembled 

tL.osc in the HOLL"~~EnA area. In rear of the beaches was dense j1mcle 

terrain, a replica of that revealed by HOLLJ.l-rDIL Aerial photographs. 

(Sec Fan ;..) 

The Eeav:tr ·~',·eapons Comr,any rcrsonnel would nornally be attached to 

the rifle co:lpanies dnrir:z the trr .. ir:ing exercises on rlearby islands. The 

battalion Intellice:c.ce .Section, the Comc.!u~ications, Antitank, and A-,;muni-

tion and Fioncor }·latoons vrere J..Lndergoinc intensive tr&.ining on GOCD-

0EC1F.:m d:J.ring most. oi' tte dG_ylisht ho~1rs. 

During this ten day ~>Jeriod, tbe battali·~:-n staff '>·ms givsn the infor-

:1ation neces3ary to prepure loaciin;.:; plans tind lanc:int; diaeran~s; but, in 

the interest of sec:1ri ty, the stal'f mm:\oers were :::ot told tiE: final 

destination, 8Jld all sand taolcs, charts, Maps, and aerial photographs 

were void of place narties. This inform;:tion ~,yas ~-~ot Given until all units 

were aboard ship. 

(lli) State;':lcnt of Colonel t:illia'D. Jenna, then i1et;L'Tiental Cocc:cander 
of J~th Infantry, on 13 April 1944 

8 



• • 
The Battalion received approxL~tely seventy-five replacements one 

week before embarkation, e1nd these !'cen participated in the final land

ing exercises with their new units. They had all received their basic 

training at Camp Croft, south Carolina, all were teen-agers, and all 

quickly adjusted to the bat tali on routine. The morale of the unit was 

exceptionally high, Most of the members of the battalion had seen the 

smoking, twisted wreckage left by the Japs- at PEARL P'"\H.BOR, and were 

anxious to settle a score, 

Attached to the Battalion as interpreters for the coming operation 

"ere two Javanese boys,. knDim to us .simply as Chris and Charlie, They 

had fought for a year with guerrillas against the Japanese on DUTr;H 

TIMOR, and Yfere evacuated to AUSTRALIA on a Dutch destroyer. Among their 

mar.y capabilities v<as the ability to speak seven variations af the 

Malayan language. (15) 

The days Yfere long and hot, and the occasional thundershowers, rather 

than interferring with training, only served to cool the perspiring 

bodies. It was dangerous to bivouac on the white sand ba~ks of any nearby 

stream for the stream itself, followin& one of the tropical thlmder

shawers, might be a mere trickle one minute and a flooo of water the next. 

:.>everal men of the battalion learned this by bitter experience Yfhen most 

of their equipment was washed away. 

Malaria was known to have i."lfected whole units in the early days of 

the PACH'IC Yfar, and by concentrating or: its malaria discipline, the 

battalion was able to exhibit an enviable record as far as its malaria 

casualties were concerned, Atabrine was consumed daily by individuals, 

and specially trained anti-malaria squads. functioned in each company. The 

3attalion Surgeon was particularly inter8sted in the program, a¥Jd was 

(1)) Fersonal knowledge , 
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constantly seeking ways of reducing the cause and effect of this tropi

cal menace. 

THE BATTALIOJJ PIAN OF E!llFLOYJ.ilil;T 

The battalion staff and Company Commanders were informed by the 

Regimental Com~ander, Colonel ''\'illiam ·:i. Jenna, that the regiment would 

i11itially be in Corps Reserve, prepared to land on D plus 2 and operate 

in either che 24th Division or the 41st Division's Area. The Battalion 

itself might operate with the regir:J.ent as a combat team or separately 

as a battalion landing team. It was possible tl~t a portion of the 

re;;iment vould operate with the 2l;th Division and a portion with the 

41st Division. Flexibility was to be the keynote of the Corps Reserve. 

The officers were given ample opportunity to examine th& sand tables 

and aerial photographs wf:ich portrayed the HOLLAliDIA area. The terrain 

in the two division areas was similar: large, deep water bays, capable 

of anchoring tr~ large troop and supply ships, wr~te sand beaches with 

dense jungle undergrowth immediately in rear, and infrequent trails or 

tracks leac.ing ir;to the mountains beyond. 

Each battalion was to ·oe loaded Vlith its equipment on a separate 

troop ship to facilitate employment in accordaJlce with the Corps 

Com."":':'iander' s plan. 

FHT11L FHEFAHATIOKS 

The Battalion Commander, Lieutenant Colonel Ja'T!es F. Pearsall, 

preferred to prescribe what rations and equipment the men of his battalion 

landing team wculd carry into combat, but a specific list of items was 

sent down by regiment with an added note to the effect that showdown 

inspections would be held prior to embarkation to insure tbat each man 

had the prescribed equipment. The list included far too "'any items, but 

Hegiment was adamant and turned a deaf ear to the Battalion Comnander's 

10 
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protests. The individual soldier had his pack loaded with his jungle 

hammock, blalli:et, raincoat, change of shoes, socks, toilet articles, mess 

kit, intrenching tool, and six cans of t:;ye "C" ration. This, of course, 

was in addition to his gas m:sk, rifle, full belt of ammunition, two 

extra bandoleers of ammunition, and steel helmet. The mortar amr1unition 

bearers were hardest hit since they carried a full vest of shells on top 

of all this. Later, when descenc!ing on the ship's cargo nets, the 

bundlesome type life preserver ...rc:s mounted around this mass of equipment. 

(16) 

The loading began in the early afternoon of 19 April, and proceeded 

smoothly despite a few last minute changes in the billeting and stowage 

plans. The docks at GOODENOUGH are limited, anc. the battalion personnel 

was shuttled out to the naval transport which was lying at anchor some 

five hundred yards out. By late afternoon, the loading was completed and 

the Battalio:; md the evening meal aboard ship. 

Once aboard, a volume of information in the form of maps, aerial 

photographs, and terrain studies - including place names - was distributed 

as far dov.n as the platoon level. The terrain studies, compiled mostly 

by former residents of the HOLLAlffiL\ area, included such minute things 

as the names of the plantation ov.ners, the number of buildings, cows, 

sheep, and !'IUles on the plantations, and even the depths of the fresh water 

wells. There was a wealth of information aboc1t the HOLUNDIA tides and 

phases of the moon, It was felt by the members of the Battalion Staff 

that our intelligence forces had done a remarkable job in assembling this 

vast amount of material, and each person aboard had four days in which to 

digest it. 

(16) Personal knowledge 
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TI-E. LAEDii1G m,J D FLUS 2 

On the mornint; oi' 22 April, as the D plus 2 Convoy headed west 

from :,::~rJF3 IJLU:D :L'l the Am'IHLLTIES toward l!OLL!TDIA, the assault eleme!lts 

of the 2l~th a!!d 41st ~2.visions touched ground on ffiT30IllT and TAHAH!::-•;ru,H 

JAYS. (17) 

The landin;:;s by elements ol' tho 24th Division on Jll}) J:::ACE 2 in 

TAWcFIT.IZi=:AE J;,y were surprisingly and happily eno01t;h rmopposcd, but there 

were diffj_culties ahead which had not been foreseen on the aerial photo-

graphs. ~·:ED B:ZACrt 2 1vas only thirty yards deep and was backed by a 

sv1a:rrp thr,cugh whid1 only infantrymen bearing small ar:ns could pass. Also 

it was discovered that there was no road conn'3cting ~\.:D DEACH 2 with J.LD 

BEACH 1, and construction of a road between the two soon proved impractic-

at•lc. This ·uas especially serious since the only trail to the airdromes 

began at DEPAFRE on :i:I:D B'YcCII 1, and tl:ere was now no overlr.nd route i'or 

the tra.t1sport of nlcD Bl>ACh 2 supplies to HLD BEACH 1. (18) 

The hl~t Division back at ffi;;,:J30Ill'i' BJ,Y was meeting with 1mexpected 

success, so the Corps CoMmander reached a decision making tho H1'E30IllT 

3.~Y area the principal Corps landi11::; point, ancl changing tho errvhasis of 

the attack to the 41st Division's drive inls.nd, The D plus 2 Convoy was 

directed to F;r= . .-30LDT BLY. (19) 

On the morninc of J plus 2, as tbe ships bearinG the Corps Reserve 

ap_t,ronchcd hlJT:iliGLDT BAY, ths.t·e could be seen bright flashes in t]:_e sky, 

and. a huge fire al::pcared to be rar;ini~ in the vicinity of .:nr=:~ Dl::ACH 2. 

Lat2r it was learned that dnrinc; the ni::;:.t of 22 April, one lone Japanese 

phne had dropped four bombs, one of ,·dc.ich fell squarely ic the middle of 

'17) 
,~' A-15, P• 6f 

"' 70 
(lb) ' 1" h.- :,;, y:. 70 
(1:)) A-1.), p. 70 

12 



• • 
an abactdoned Jap aU"'Unition dump. A tremendous fire swept up the beach 

for a mile, gobbling up l'lUCh of the American food, ammunition and supplies 

on •. 'Hl:CE J:O::':SH 2. This placed tbe men of the task force on half rations, 

and they ,.,ere ordered to expend only the necessarji' ammmts of annUlmi tion, 

(20) 

AtJout 0)00 h:mrs (D plus 2), the 2d Da ttalion Com:r;ander, \'ih~le still 

aboard ship, received a radio messa;;e from the Hegimental ColilQander to 

the effect that tl-,e 2d Battalion was attached to the l1lut Division and 

would proceed as soon as possible to FII.l, Hhere contact •·muld be l!1ade with 

the Division Conunander. D) • The Battalion Comrnander and the 

Battalion S-3 placed thenselves in tl:e first wave of boats ~;oing ashore 

in order that tJ-,e Division Cor.ll'land"r' s plan for the er.1ployu•ent of the 2d 

Battalio" could be ascertained as quickly as possible. The first wave 

lcmded at EC.:T about 0730 hours. 

Inrediatel;r in rear of the landing site at Fill the terrain rises 

abruptly, ana it w;:s a lon:; P'~"-1 to tl:e top of LEH!OK IIILL which over-

luoks all of J,\l?ri:FA and ffiTEOLDT ilAYS. Along the way the Battalion 

Cormcander and S-3 constantly inquired as to the location of the 41st Divi-

sion Co~JRnd Fast, but no one seercGd a':>le to [ive a positive location, 

Finally, e.t the top of the hill, a 41st Division staff' officer wa,s 

located who stated that it was back on ·;mi'l'L B;;;.:CH 3. This necessitated 

a q.1ick trip back to FTI:' to head off th0 retlain:.'er of the Battalion 

troops who were on the way to the fiN JE'l''.IT, and the reloc.ding of the 

troops v;ho were already ashore. 7his reshuffling of troops was time 

consuming, :md it was about lOUO hours before the Division Commander, Jv:ajor 

General Horace Fuller, was located, 

General Fuller oriented the Battalion Com.:cander and S-3 as to the 

(20) A-14, p. 80 
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situation, and directed the Battalion to move eastward to HOW:KA!JG 

to serve as left flank security for the Division. (See iiap E) The 

lst Battalion, 34th Infantry, was directed to assist in the unloading of 

supplies which had been diverted fro"' rmiTE BE;.CHES 1 and 2 after the 

bombing. The Jd Battalion, 34th Infantry, was to follow the advance of 

the 186th Infantry toward the air fields. 

THE 1:0V: TO HOLL:CXANG 

After a hasty neal of type "C" ration, the 2d Battalion moved east

ward along the crescent-shaped beach in the order E, F, Headquarters, 

H, and G. The sand on and near the wide beach was deep, and the going 

was slow for the overloaded troops. no ene:oy troop were encountered 

along the way, and it was mid-afternoon when the Battalion closed on 

HOLLEKANG. The Battalion Commander promptly divided the area :L"ltO sectors 

and directed that a perimeter type defense be fomed, with each of the 

rifle companies on the outer ;'erimeter. The left portion of the peri-

meter was anchored to the UH:J nrvER and the rear portion to l'TE30LDT !JAY. 

The outer portion of the perimeter on the south was thrust forward to the 

edge of dense jtmgle nndergrowth. Several larr;e grass huts on stilts 

bordered this southern edge of the perimeter, and men of the rifle companies 

wore placed underneath in fox holes which gave them some protection from 

the elements without materially rostrictbg their fields of fire. All 

men were placed in pairs in v·type fox holes wb~ch permitted, in quiet 

mo0ents, one man to rest while the other vms W'dtchfu~. 

As the F Company Commander was dividing his sector into platoon areas, 

he discovered in one of the smaller grass huts a Jap soldier, pretending 

to be dead, rolled up in a blanket. The Company Commander, detecting a 

slight twitching of the eyelashes, placed his carbine barrel against the 

Jap•s head, anci i.mr.lediately he sprang to his knees pleadint; for merc;y-. 
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O~r interpreters, Chris and Charlie, determined that he had been left by 

his comrades when they fled to the hills durin[ the naval bombardment. 

The prisoner was placed under guard and sent via jeep to the Division PW 

enclosure on 'irl'ITE Bi1ACH 3. 

The men of E Company discovered two dead Japanese near the IAEO 

HIVER as they r:;repared their sector for defense. They had apparently been 

hit during the ~re-invasion bo~bardment. 

The first night at HOLLEKANG was a memorable one. Being in combat 

for the first time, and finding the Japanese within the perimeter during 

tLe afternoon, set the men on edge. There was grenade throwing and rifle 

firing at the slightest rustle of a bush, especially on the outer peri-

meter which bordered the jungle. The following morning the Battalion 

CorrLCJander instructed the BOn of the Battalion to use only their bayonets 

and machetes at night, with no rifle firing or grenade throv•ing except in 

the event of a Japanese attack in force. 

Extensive p& trolling was directed by the Battalion COTI'.'nander for D 

plus 3. '"ach rifle company furnished four patrols, consisting of a rifle 

squad each, and the routes were coordinated by tho Battalion S-J, The 

Com;cany E patrols were to comb the DJAR FZNiliSUU,, the ~, Company patrols 

reconnoiter both banko of the IAHO RI~~ for a distance of approximately 

two :niles, <md the G Company patrolB reconnoiter south to the vicinity 

of GOYA. (See l.:ap E) 

About midday, one of the patrolling squads from Cor.~pany E reported 

the lacation of a large Japanese supply dump on the western shore of the 

DJAR FC:NTIJSUU. It was found to cor:tain an· abundance of commu.t1ications 

equipment and dozens of soft, whl tc blankets, apparently the type used 

by the Japanese Navy since each blanket lmd a large blue anchor super

L~posed in the canter. In addition there were great quantities of food, 

mostly rice and canned shri.'llp and crabmeat. Dirty breakfast dishes gave 
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evidence of a hasty retreat by a half dozen Japanese, (21) 

The remainder of the Battalion ;,atrols searched diligently, but 

reported no enemy contacts. lcutually supporting log pillboxes were fo1md 

abandoned on the trails leadin::; south from HOLLEKANG, 

IESCFS OF TEE EISSIOllARIES 

Late in the afternoon or' D plus 3, two lean, white nen in torn 

civilian clothes appeared at the battalion command post. Apparently no 

one had noticed their entry into the battalion area, since they were alone 

when they introduced themselves to the battalion staff, They stated that 

they vrere missionaries who had been prisoners of the Japanese for two 

years; and that the remainder of their grm1p (sOl'!e. one hundred and twenty

three in number, including women and children) were abandoned by the 

Japs south of HOLLCKANG near the village of GOYA. They clui:ned that 

twenty-one of the gro,_tp were so weak that they would have to be carried 

out of the area on litters, After a lengthy conversation with the two, 

the Battalion Commander determined to send, on the foll~ving morning, 

the necessary men to return the group to HOLLLNKANG, 

Early on the morn-ng of D plus 4, nith the two missionaries as gujdes, 

the party set out for GOYA. One rifle company furnished security for the 

group, while another rifle company, freely interspersed with battalion aid 

men, was equipped to evacuate them, 

The route to GOYA led over trails where the mud, due to occasional. 

tropical thunderstorms, was frequently ankle deep. Jhen the party arrived 

at the missionary encampnent, the situation was just as lmd been described 

by the guides, The missionary group had apparently placed much confidence 

in their two representatives who were sent to contact the Americans for 

they had packed their belongings into bags which could be strapped to 

( 21 ) Personal knowledge 
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backs, and were ready to move out. The litter patients were loaded, and 

the group began the tortuous trip back dovm the muddy trail. The litter 

bearers had to be rotated frequently to prevent heat exhaustion, and it 

was fort1mate that the Battalion Gonu1ander had an entire company of men 

to call upon. ::any of the women had h2ge packs upon their backs and the 

soldiers offered help in carr<Jing them, but, to a person, they refused. 

It was late afternoon when the group returned to the battalion area, 

and when the missionaries realized that at long last they were safe and 

in due time would be transported back to civilization, tears began roll-

ing do1m their cheeks. The battalion had been on half rations for 

several meals due to the burning of the American dump on '.'.1JIT:!: B'-"AGH 2, 

but each man was ea,<;er to share what remained with the missionaries. (22) 

The group, composed of UNITE::J STATI':S, G:;;ar.,i.N, POLISH, GZEGHOSWVAKL\N, 

J.l:STRALIAN, and SWISS missionaries, had, in 1942, been stationed down the 

N.E:: GUINEA GOAS T in the vicinity of FHiSGHI1\l!'EN. Prior to each American 

and Australian advance up the Coast, the Japs would move them back to a 

position of relative safety where they were required to serve the 

Japanese. They were permitted to raise food in small gardens, b2t were 

moved to a new location L'·rior to harvesting time. When the group was 

moved from WFJ'iAK to IIOLLIJJDIA, the ship on. y;hich they vrere being trans-

ported was attacked by American planes, and the Gaptai n of the ship, re-

fusing to let it be kno;·m that women and children were aboard, crcmded 

the croup into a small compartnent just below deck, where seventy of them 

were killed. (23) 

A medical missionary, Dr. Theodore Bra\Ul of HOS;,:;m, JJUTE DAKOTA, 

displayed a Deager bag of inst:t".Lments with which he had performed 

(22) Personal knm·rledge 
(23) Statement of Sister Antonia (L~ary ituhall of Effingham, Illinois) 

on 26 April 1944 
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incredible opArations. -:1.'hcn the leg of Yather Ney, a German missionary, 

had becorr_e gangrenous, D:r~ 3raun Sln"red throngh the bone with a carpenter's 

saYf after the Japs refused him )roper instruments. 1:ost of the mission-

aries, due to tha lack of food and t'ledicines, suffered from malaria, 

dysentery, and berijeri. (24) 

Throughont the night, the Battalion Surgeon, Captr"in 'Jonald Cameron, 

a~1d his aid men :-ninistered to the .sic/.·. The follc-::-d!lg norning, D plus 5, 

the croup ;,ras loz.ded :into 2tc ton trucks and taken to the Division CorrJnand 

l)ost on -'/.rEIT~ J:::,f~CE 3 where they would be loaded onto ships for transport 

to AUS1'R4.I.IA. 

Dur:O_ng the afternoon of D plclS Li, word was received fran /jlst D:O_vision 

Hea•lquarters that p<ltrols from the 24th C<nd ;+lst Divisions had J".et on the 

HOLI; lJDU DlWI.::SS, and that the primary obj ecti vcs were in American hands. 

Tlle natives in the area 1vere, fortunately enou[h, friendly to the 

:..t~leriC-3.!'1 forces, s.nd C21r:is and Charlie vtere able to ascertain from them 

b:l.ts of information relative to Je.p move:nAnts. One native '-Joy· off2r2d to 

13"J.idc a :r;atrol to & n~all villa~e two !Jl.ilc.s south GOY!. Yvhere several 

Japanese -.,.-;ere in biding. 7o bll1lrd against arcbush, two squads 

from Corr.}3.ny E were sc:1t v;:Lth t}Je nJtivaJ ar.d fron a neErby hill, he 

t=O:L!lted out the exact lm.ts in the villn,,;e Yih:Lch the Japs were occu~:]ying. 

One squad vras left on the hill overlookinG the villa;e, \Ihile the otner 

crept to v:i thin twenty-five :;-ards of the grass huts. It wan a.pp2.rently 

meul tke, i'or the Jars in each of t~e huts vrere gorginG rice. ;·-ihen the 

squad was i!1 position, the squ_ad le2.der called for the Japs to cor:e out, 

which they c.id, via tb.e bacl( door, on the dead run for the nearby juncle. 

(24) Staten:ent ui' Dr. Theodore iJrrnm 8f Hosmer, south Dako-ta on 26 
:.rril 1744 
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Early on the nornjnc of D plus 6, the 3attalion was packed and ready 

to lo<2d on the LCTs (Landing Craft Tanks) wllich were beginning to drop 

their ramps on the beacr_ near the r;-,outh of the LAJIJ JUVEH. The water

borne nove around Cid-'2 DJJJ{ required about an hour, and about 0900 hours 

the the first boats attempted to land near SKCii.iADO. Tlvo of the boats 

were nearly swamped by the hic;h surf at ttis point, 5lld all of the craft 

were required to nove west to SKOJfl!,::BE for another tr7 at the landings. 

(See l'cccp E) '!!ere the surf was ro'Jgh also, but several men from each boat 

finally were able to wade ashore Hith long ropes for succeeding men to 

hold to as they disenbarked. Considerable equipment was lost and many of 

the vehicles were drowned out before the ~attalion completed the landings 

around noon, 

Because of the barrier which was offered by the DJATI MOt'NTf•TIIS, 

radio com;,JJnication with Company G of the l62d InfantFJ had been impossible 

from HOLLEYJlNG. Contact v;as made, honever, as soon as the Battalion 

landed at SKGJAMBE, and the Commander of Company G indicated his location 

Lrt the vicinity oJ the TA!.:I Drone, The Battalion promptly moved out as 

soon as its major elements could be assembled near the beach, and Company 

F, the leadi.'lg rifle company, made contact with Cor.~pany G, 162d Infantry, 

in the early afternoon. 

The Conn::ander of Company G, l62d Infantry, explained that his company 

had encountered no organized ene:ny resistance, but that snipers in large 

numbers had been active throughout the area and had made work impossible 

for a battalion of Air Corr:s Enginoe!'s, who had follov~ed them into the 

area with the mission of placing the drome into operation within a period 

of seventy-two hours, 

As soon as a reconnaissance of the area was made, Company G, 162d 

20 



• • 
Inf'antry, vras relieved, and it returned via boat to HOIJEYIANG. 

Our ovm regiment had made available to us, at the last minute, one 

of the larger vehicular type regimental radios. It came in on one of 

the last boat loads from HOLLEKAHG, and contact with Division was re

established as soon as it reached the battalion area near the TA!G Drome. 

The Commander of the Engineer Battalion informed the 2d Battalion 

staff that the Engineers who had landed at h1IMBOLDT BAY were having a 

most difficult time constructing a usable road to the HOLLAHDIA, SE!iTAJU, 

and CYCLOPc; Dromes, and that the ;~merican fighter planes based there 

were restricted in their operations, due to lack of gasoline~ Some 

gasoline was being flown in on c-47 transport planes, but the supply 

line was over five hundred miles long, and a considerable quantity of 

this gasoline was being consmned by the transport planes themselves on 

their return trips. The plan then was to place the TAl:I Drome into 

operation as quickly as possible in order th&t it could serve as a re

lay point in the chain of supply. Gasoline would be bra1ght in fifty

five gallon drums by shi:r to mliTE BEACH 3 where it would be reloaded 

into LCTs for trfmsport to the mouth of the TAl"l RIV;:;K. Here it ;/ould 

be loaded into trucks by personnel of the 2d Battalion and transported 

to the TALU Drome v1here it would be loaded into planes for the trip to 

HOLL'>IIDIA, s::.J:T!.EI, and CYCIDIS Dromes. The 2d Battalion was also to 

furnish person:1el for the reloading of the drums at the TA!!.I strip. It 

was a long and expensive gasoline supply route, but the fuel was urgently 

needed by the planes which could now reach out to the northern tip of 

IJE.:-~•r GUll~EA. 

Vigorous patrolling was instigated by the Battalion, and within 

forty-eight hours the Engineers were able to work around the clock on 

three, eight-hour shifts. The snipers, who were firing mostly from trees, 
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were eliminated principally by spraying the suspected areas with large 

volumns of automatic weapon's fire. 

At one end of the Thlli Drome was a wrecked German Messerschmidt 

plane w':lich the Japs had apparrmtly been usint; prior to the American 

ir;vasion. The Platoon Sergeant of the Battalion Annnunition and Pioneer 

Platoon was exaJr.ining the forward p<trt of the plane when one of his 

buddies touched a control in the cockpit, discharging the 20-rmn guns in 

the wings of the plane. One of the shells seared through both of the 

Sergeant's legs. He was irmned.iately rushed to the Battalion Aid Station 

where he was given a steady flow of blood plasma and injections of nor-

phine. It was midnight before an evacuation boat could arrive from 

Division, and. after living for two additional days in the Division Clear-

ing station, he died. (27) 

A patrol from Company G encountered a Japanese machir.e g'l.m on the 

""0!'" "'0 T ·1 " · t d · · t th DJ' R ''O'W"''· TJ'S d · t le 'er \:>l1.. l.J.(.!....J ra~ ViJ.1ere 1. ~sappears JJl o e .. b ~~~ ~u.L..-.~. .... ·, , an ~ s aa 

was killed before the remainder of the patrol could eliminate it. (See 

"ap E) On the body of oneof the dead Japa.11ese VIaS found a diary which 

gave a day by day account of his activities from D-day until the d~ on 

. which he was killed. 

A Navy patrol ship searchine the Coastal area at night had reported 

' 
to the 41st Division Headquarters the presence of several individuals 

in the vicinity of WUTONG attempting to give signals with blinking lights. 

The 2d Battalion was furnished a murber of LCMs (Landing Craft Jtediums) 

and directed on D plus 8 to send a company of men to investigate this 

area. Company E, led by Captalin EC.gar Ross, landed above the village, 

reconnoitered the entire area, killed eight Japs and captured three. 

(27) Personal lmowledge 
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The prisoners stated tk.t they hc.d hoped the I;avy ratrol ship was one of 

tLeir ovm which had been sent to pic;; then up. (See Ilap E) (28) 

Attached to the Battalion for the move to the TA!.!I Drome were two 

representatives from IJICA (Nl:TP...SitlJdJD3 I~IDISS CIVIL LYTTEOltiTII::S). These 

indi vid'.tals in pre-war days were amon1o those who ran the Gi vil eovernment 

throuchout DUTCH r;:u;, GUINLA, and they were now charged with, the responsi-

bHity of administerint; the civil affairs of the n2.tivos 2.nd of recruiting 

native lc;bor. The natives, L'1 addition to frea_u8ntly serving as guides 

for the combat patrols, constl''lcted, under the supervision of the HIGA 

personLel, elaborate grass huts wl1ich served as Coml~ccnd Posts and covered 

storac;e for surpl:;,r i tc~J.S. 

The native chief of the SZOSAI villa;:;e, ur;on one occasion, brought 

one of the members of Lis clan to the JUGA authorities and stated that the 

individual haC. just clubbed his wife to death on the beach with a ;:ieee 

of driftY<Ood because she refused to cone into tl~eir hut. The accused 

was placed under guard anC. the following day was sent to ths NICA Head-

quarters near the Division Command Post. The local JJIGA representatives 

stated that he would be r.;iven a trial, anci if' fo1md guilty, would be 

executed, since all of the natives were familiar y;ith the Dl'TCH syster.t of la.;. 

Extensive patrolling and the elimination of scrtt.Pred Japanese con-

tinned daily, and by 2 !,:ay, the TAlH gasoline supr:lY system w~.s in full 

operation with no interference by the enomy. The engineers, who had lost 

s~e of their equipment at the beach due to the rough surf, did an out-

st<:t:'lcii.Tlb job of rcpairii:lE and extcnc:inb the air strip, which rroved in-

valuable in the Allied suprly chain. 

The 2d Dattalio'l l'Bl"aincd in tl:e TAlc:I area until the end of !.1ay 

Sta tencmt by Captain Edgar lioss, then Corr.rmnder of ComFany E, J1.6h 
Infantr·y, on 30 April 1944 
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rrhen they were withdrawn in order to participate in the DIAK IJLA!ITJ 

operation Trito: the remainder of tho 34th Infantry. 

In S'.lrJ:OcU';)', this first landing on DTJTCH terrHory sbce the fc.ll of 

the .::J~:JT r•DI: .. S, advanced our proc;ress i...~ the PACIFIC by many months, and 

isolated the rcini'orccd Jap strongholds of ~.T;ri··alK and HJ,Ji"SA D~Y. The 

elements of six Japanese divisions and one brigade (about 60,000 men) lay 

cut off beb'Jeen EJLL\~-:-GIA and S~\IDC.JH. (29) In addition, likewise isolated, 

i'.'Cre 50,0JO ene::1y troops on x~·,-; DJ.ITADJ, lO,OJO on N:::.-.~ I~LL\UD, and 22,000 

on BOF8AH!VILIE. (See :,:ap h) (JO) 

The Reckless Task Force was -;;he largest ever assembled U!; to that 

tirr.e in the PAGD'IC, and it was the first tiine a landing was made under 

a naval and air bombard:ncnt. (31) 

The Eavy and the t'ifth Air i•'orce, includin;_; their pre-invasion bom-

bar~~ents, destroyed 245 Jap planes on the ground. (32) 

Surprise vYas cor:lplete. The ener:u Yiithdrew some co:·::bat troops from 

the HOLLAl!DIA area prior to invasion, and tbe Conur.ander of the EOLL".IWIA 

air fields h.:.d not laid out a plan of defense until two hours aft8r the 

lardings. (33) 

The 2Lth Division alone killed and captured 2,273 Jo:panese during a 

period of Vleeks, and s'1ffered, themselves, only 43 killed and 70 v10unded. 

(34) Casualties for tbe hlst Division were likewise exceedingly light. 

(29) L-5, p. 27 
(30) A-2, p. 29 
(31) A-15, r •• 65 

A-14, J;. 75 
(32) A-15, P• 09 
(33) A-15, P• 74 
(34) A-S, T• ll, 13 l:-'• 
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},'ore than Goo Jap supply dumps containin0 food, ammunition, medical 

supplies, co!:lt:unications equipment, etc., were captured. In the words 

of Gerwr;c,l Eichelberger: "I believe EOLLi.NDIA wa~ the richest prize, 

supply-wise, ta.'<en d'tri!1[; the PACIFIC war," and, "I think - in the oatter 

of blood and tears - JIOlliclJDIA was the A:,:E;RICAE victory most economicc.lly 

purchased." (35) 

EOLIMmiA, with its harbor capabJ.e of anchoring an entire fleet, 

bcca,-,e a city of 140,000 men. One hundred and thirty-five miles of pipe 

lines eventually carried ;;asoJ.ine to the air fields. (36) From HOLI11l:DIA, 

a large portion of the force which later invaded the FHILIPFIJ;:o;s set sail. 

The HOLL;,::DIA Opora tion was described by General George C. l~arshall, 

then Army Chief of Staff, as beine; a model of stratq;ic and tactical 

maneuver. (37) 

AlTHYSIS A:m CRITICISM 

l. INDIVIDUAL EQ1fif~,Sl-~T 

The individual, for this particular operation, was encumbered with 

enough equipment to weie;h dmm the stoutest individclc:l. Prior to pres-

cribing tl•e exact items to be carried by each individual, it is believed 

thd, if tirne is' available, considerable experirJentation should be conducted 

by personnel of the prescribing headquarters. Individuals with various 

combinations of equip::1ent could be r.;iven certain fatiguing tests to deter-

mine the suitability of the varcJing loads. The blan:Cet, a cumbersome item 

in a jungle pack, could easily have been eliminated since, in most 

instances, the raincoat provides sufficient warmth at clight in juncle 

climates. The individual ration load could have been reduced considerably 

by tr.e issue of the type "D" ration. SincE' the 1mi twas to be in reserve 

(35) 
(36) 
(37) 

A-15, 
A-1), 
A-15, 

P• 
P• 
p. 

74, 76 
74 
76 
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initially, the full rHle belt wi U, a maxinrlm of one extra bandoleer of 

anu:mni tion wonlcl have been sufficient. The spoon from the mess kit could 

have been retained, and the mess kit itself dispensed with. A reduction 

of individual equipment is made more important by the fact that little, 

if any, sleep or rest is achieved during the night preaceding an amphi

bious landing, some individuals become weakened by seasickness enroute 

to shore, and the intense heat of the tropics hastens exhaustion. 

2. IL'AILHIA DISCIFLD1E 

t:alaria instruction and training is all-i:nportant prior to the time a 

unit movss into malarious territory. Atabrine tablets (or the new 

chloroquine tablets) must be effectively administered to inGividuals by 

whatever ~"eans are necessary. The 2d ;Jattalion officers rigidly super

vised the atabrine consumption, thereby reducing malaria losses to the 

minimum. Individuals formed by platoons with 1/4 canteen cup of water, 

and each man, as his name was called, would step forward, swallow his 

atabrine tablets, and turn his cup upside do;m to indicate that the tablets 

were not in the cup. An inspection of the mouth was made to insure that 

the tablets were not merely held without swallowing. some individuals who 

are subject to seasickness will insist that the atabrine is causing this 

sickness, but rarely is this true, and the atabrine consumption must be 

continued regardless of individual objection. ;.;a ti ve villages, where 

malaria abounds, must be avoided and at night individuals must persevere 

in the use of insect repcllant, head nets, and t;loves. 

3. n;T:-"LLIGERCE I:.J:,'ORW.TION 

The thoroughness with vrlcich the pre:-invasion intelligence forces gather

ed information contributed immeasurably to the success of the HO:U..:..HDIA 

operation by making available to the battalion a great quantitj of material 

which could be passed on to every individual in the unit. The information 
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which listed place names was wisely withheld until aboard ship; but once 

the loading was completed, the Battalion Commander was able to present 

to each platoon leader a complete set of intelligence documents, along 

with a thorough orientation as to what might be expected in the HOIJJ,NDIA 

area. Space and ample time was made available to the platoon leaders 

for s~ll unit presentations of the wealth of information. Prior to dis

embarking, each individual in the Battalion was able to picture mentally 

a portion of what was in store for him. Especially valuable to the platoon 

leader was Terrain Handbook 25 (NEFI Gl!TI'iEA) which gave a detailed descrip

tion of the entire JIOLILEDIA area and its people. Combat, especially for 

the first time in an unknown lar:d, is an awesome experience; and a consider

able share of the fearfulness and strangeness can be eliminated by indoctri

nating, as thoroughly as possible, the individuals who are called upon 

to share the unpleasantries and hardships. 

h. TI'JTEPJ-'HE'Th.i.S 

It is believed that the many services rendered ~y Chris and Crarlie, 

the two Javanese interpreters, were invaluable, It is important to have 

on the Battalion level interpreters (and always more than one; who can speak 

the la:1guage of the native people. This service would not be difficult to 

acquire v;hen operati.11g in most European co,mtries, since many Americans 

are of European descent; but it becomes increasingly difficult when operat

ing on the many islands of the PACI?IC, and the ability to supply tr~sted 

interpreters would require lont; range planning J"rior to entry into a hostile 

area. Chris and Charlie made ideal and invaluable assistants iJ1 that they 

were also able to sreak and tmderstand the language of the enemy. 

5. TH:2: GA.SOLIHE SUFrLY l-1UN 

The difficulty or complc tint; the road from HL1.30IDT BAY to the HOLUNDIA 

Dromes resulted in the adoption of a make-sl:ift plar: for supplyi.'1g gasoline 
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to the newly based American fighter planes. This flexibility in the 

nethod of lot;istical support is CO!nl'lendablc, .i'l spite of the fact that 

the loaded dru::1.s bo.d to be !'!an-handled inmunerable times. Considerable 

difi'icul ty in 1mloading was experienced by the 2d Battalion personnel at 

the nouth of the TAllil RIVE](, due to unusually low tides, but this was 

preferable to the nse of beach landing points where the boats would be 

subjected to tl1e ruu;:;h surf. The success of adC.itional amphibi<OUS landings 

in the immediate future vras dependent upon the timely operation of the 

EOLLic!-iDIA Dromes. The victories at WAKDE and BIAK evidence "mission 

accomplished." 

6. ENGIIIEER EQUIPMENT 

The primary p~rpose of island hoppi!·;.g i! .. _ the PACil•'IC was to establish 

advance bases from nhich our aircraft could operate at increasing ranges 

against the enemy. c,':hile in !:lOSt instances it is true that our objectives 

were airstrips which had been constructed and operated by the Japanese, 

in few cases were our planes a!Jle to use the strips extensively without 

considerable recradinc and hard-surfacbg. This required a mass of multi

type enginc:or eq·x'·pl'\ent v.);ic!l could be operated by trained and competent 

personnel. In adclitionJ in order to advance supplies to these bases, it 

was .necessary to follo~-,~ tt.;.e assault troo}JS as quickly as pos.sible with 

engi."l.cer equir;::1ent -rv}-:ich could imrrove old trails or blaze nevr ones capable 

of handlLg heavy vehicular traffic. The motorization and mechanization 

oi' the assault troops themselves has indicated the need for prompt encineer 

support. At HOIJ..A.lJDIJs even though slovred in their operations initially, 

the :Z:nginccrs were able to comFlete i.11 a rr..atter of days a tvlo-lane road 

from EU!C30LDT BAY to tho HOLLANDIA Dromes, a feat tho Japanese had not 

been able to accomplish in two years. 
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The r.:1pid adv3.nce of thG Japanese in the Fl1CIFIC in the early days 

of tlle war, and the tenacity with which they defend3d their positions in 

!L:X,- JUII,~l::A, led rise to the orinio:J. that the ,Japanese soldiers were super-

ior fighters. They ag;eared well versed in all phases of the art of 

warfare. In view of tlc"is, it is diffj_cul t to U'tC:erstand how they could 

have been surprised in small groups as frequently as they were in the 

:-:OLJlcEDLL. Area. Innu.>nerable times they failed to put out local security 

or to adopt an adequate Yic.rn~ng system, and were ei thE'r c;\rtured or killed 

Hithout offering the slightest resistance. In no place throughout the 

HOLL;:.~·~DIA Area d:id the Japcnese defend in force, which v·ro.s particularly 

surpris inr;; i..11. vim•; of the .fact that they held doi:lina ting terrain which Yfas 

laced vrith mut·uall;:,r supporting log pillboxes. It is believed that they 

could havo delayed any attacking forces for days had they elected to defend. 

Also ec:_ually surprisi.Ylg· YfaS th-2 willi~gness Vfith l':~ich ~~ny Japanese sub-

mitted to capture. This ricture r=-rcsE:".r..t0d q~l:I.t.e a contrast to the Japs 

oi" rrevi'J1J.S operations ~.~rho ·(;o-.lld bitterly defend the last ditch, and then 

resort to hari-kari. 

LE.SI30NS ----
1. Individual equi.pmcnt for trooy•s ;,articipating i~ amphibians land-

in£;.s sho11ld Oe kept to the minimmrr consistant vr..i..th that reqt;_ired for the 

2. ::;;~alar in :J.i:;cipline is essenti2.l to success in tropical cli..":latos, 

and officers 0f all rmits should b'0 Lsld responsible for its rigid enforce-

3. 1'!1e oaxirnu~ D.Tiount of intelli~cnce informati~)n, i.."l. kecr:i.ng with 

securi t~r, should be distributml to <::.t.l:. lr1dividu2~ls prior to an a.'"1phi'bious 

operation. 
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i1. Lrtterpreters who can speak the lan;;uage of the enenzy- as well as 

that of the native people shonld be nadc available as far down as the 

battalion level, 

5. L'1divid,lc:l::.; in t·:-,_i.s c:1echanized era y·;ho are responsible for the 

supply of Class EI items must make plans which are flexible cnoc1gh to 

overc~e unforseen obstacles. 

6. Engineer equipment, operated oy competent persOJu'lel, contributes 

immeasurably to the success of amphibious operations and should be made 

available in sufficient quantity to permit rapid exploitation of the 

landings. 

7. De:'ending troops which possess good positions on dominating terrain 

can and should exploit these positions to their maxbtll'l advantage, 
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